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Band Students and Parents:

WELCOME to one of the most exciting experiences in which you can be a part – THE BAND!

The ultimate goal of the band program is to provide our students with a lifelong understanding

and appreciation for quality music and music making. In addition, we get to use the medium of

music to teach some wonderful life lessons as part of our comprehensive program here at

Lanesboro Public Schools!

For new folks, this band handbook is what keeps us running smoothly and efficiently. Most

questions can be answered by consulting THE BAND HANDBOOK. It is our hope that the

information contained in this handbook will be both INFORMATIONAL and INSPIRATIONAL.

The advocacy sections, “How Parents Can Help,” and “Parents’ Responsibility to the Band,” are

both designed to give guidance to parents. Please read the The Band Handbook so that you are

well-informed. We’ve included one Signature Page in the back for you to return, stating that

you’re familiar with the information contained in The Band Handbook.

I am honored to be your band director and am looking forward to a great year!

Anna VanRavenswaay

4-12 Instrumental Music Director
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Why Music?
● Music Is A Science: It is exact, and it demands exact acoustics. A conductor’s full score

is a chart, a graph which indicates frequencies, intensities, volume changes, melody and

harmony all at once and with exact control of time.

● Music Is Mathematics: It is rhythmically based on the subdivision of time into fractions,

which must be done instantaneously, not worked out on paper.

● Music Is Foreign Language: Most of the terms are in Italian, German, or French and the

notation is certainly not English – but a highly developed kind of short – hand that uses

symbols to represent ideas. The semantics of music is a most complete and universal

language.

● Music Is History: Music usually reflects the environment and times of its creation, often

representing its country of origin and/or racial feelings.

● Music Is Physical Education: It requires fantastic coordination of fingers, hands, arms,

lips, cheek, and facial muscles in addition to extraordinary control of the diaphragm,

back, stomach, and chest muscles, which respond instantly to the sound the ear hears and

the mind interprets.

● Music is all these things, but most of all, Music Is Art: It allows the human being to take

all these dry, technically boring (but difficult) techniques and use them to create emotion.

That is one thing science cannot duplicate: humanism, feeling, emotion, call it what you

will.
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Parents’/Guardians’ Responsibility to the Band
It is the responsibility of every parent and guardian to see that the policies outlined in the Band

Handbook are followed and that the form in the back is signed and returned. This states that you

UNDERSTAND the policies as set within, and that any questions are to be addressed with the

band director via email, phone call, or in person. Each parent/ guardian is responsible for the

attendance of their child at all band functions. It is the responsibility of each parent/guardian to

see that their child practices his /her instrument regularly. The hands of the directors are tied

without the help of parents!

How Parents/Guardians Can Help!
● Show an interest in the musical studies of your child

● Find a quiet place where he/she can practice without interruption.

● Encourage your child to practice daily

● Keep the instrument in good repair - bring it to the shop once a year

● Keep at least three reeds in the case - surprise checks are always fun!

● Purchase a metronome and tuner! Free apps work great!

● Notify the teacher if the student is to be absent for rehearsals or lessons.

● Support your child by attending concerts, games, and contests if you are able
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Students’ Responsibility to the Band
As members of this organization, you have a great deal of responsibility. It is essential to any

program that if certain expectations are to be met that they coordinate with the privileges,

rewards, and duties of the band program.

TO OURSELVES

YOU have the primary responsibility of developing your own abilities. The benefits of a good

instrument and healthy practice habites can never be underestimated. What you put into it is what

you will get out of it. The director is ALWAYS available for your guidance and encouragement –

just ask!

TO THE SCHOOL

Lanesboro Public Schools provides us with the resources for rehearsals, performances, and some

equipment. We have the responsibility to provide the best possible service to our community and

school in return!

TO MUSIC

Music has always been a part of our culture. We must take what we have and use it for the

betterment of that culture. No one expects virtuoso musicians, only your very best! The great

composer Gustav Mahler once said that only 10% of a piece of music is on the page. If that is the

case, then we as musicians have the duty of creating and producing the other 90%. The joy of

music is not in everything that is apparent. It must be discovered and created!

TO EACH OTHER

We must always do what is best for the WELFARE of the group. There can be no selfish acts

solely for the benefit of the individual, but for all. Respect each other. If there are conflicts, find a

way to resolve them. Never insult another band member’s integrity. The word “band” means that

we are banded together and that there is no separation or discourse. Sometimes, the needs of the

many outweigh the needs of the few.
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Rehearsal Procedures for Students
● Students must be in the storage room or your seat when the bell rings

○ A downbeat will be given 3 minutes after the bell. During those three minutes

students should obtain music, a music stand, a pencil, and begin warming up for

the day’s rehearsal. Percussionists should set up all equipment and music during

the warm-up. Announcements will be made at the beginning or end of class and

will also be written on the board.

● Excessive talking will not be tolerated during a rehearsal.

● If you must leave your seat for any reason, please ask by raising your hand.

Material Needed for Class
Each student should have the following items in class everyday:

● A sharpened pencil

● Your instrument (sticks, mallets)

● Your music and folder

● At least three reeds (Clarinets and Saxophones)

● Slide/Valve oil (brass instruments)

● Your best effort

A portion of your daily grade will include bringing your necessary materials to class. The more

often you bring all of your daily materials, the more we can accomplish in the day!
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Use of the Music/Band Facility
● Be calm and respectful in and around the music/band room. There are many expensive

pieces of equipment stored in this area

● All percussion equipment is off limits to anyone who is NOT a percussionist

● Keep your band slot neat and tidy. Your band slot is not your locker; no storing of

personal belongings unrelated to band in your band slot

● Be courteous and respectful of others' space. No student should be in the band office

without a staff member present or without receiving prior approval from the director

● No food or drinks in the band/music room

● The music library filing cabinets are private and are to be used only by the director unless

otherwise approved

Grading Policy
● Daily Participation/Materials/Assignments: 30%

○ 5 points will be given each day of class for:

■ Instrument

■ Music

■ Pencil

■ Participation effort

■ Rehearsal Conduct

○ If students come to rehearsal prepared, with their materials, and put forth their

best effort, they will receive all 5 of their daily points. If a student forgets

something, is disruptive, has their cell phone out, etc, they will lose daily points.

○ If a cell phone is out at any point during the hour (that includes when standing at

the door), the student will receive a zero for the day.

○ Students are absent/miss a class will have their points exempt

○ Periodically throughout the quarter, assignments will be given to check

understanding of current concepts. Each assignment will be worth 10 points
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● Lessons 40%

○ Students must attend 7 lessons per quarter

■ Students will be graded on their attendance and preparedness at each

lesson

■ Each lesson will be worth 10 points

■ If a student misses a lesson for a test or an absence from school, which

does include FFA, sports, knowledge bowl, etc, they will need to make up

the points

● Option 1: Schedule a make up lesson. There are limited makeup

slots available. Make up slots will be filled on a first come first

serve basis. Only one make up lesson can be scheduled per week.

● Option 2: If there are not make up slots available students will be

required to submit a make up lesson assignment. Students must

submit a 30 minute practice session and fill out the practice session

outline found on google classroom. In order to receive full credit,

students must submit the 30 minute video and outline.

● Concerts/Pep Band 30%

○ Because performance plays an integral role in any music program, all students are

expected to be at every performance or concert. Each performance or concert is

worth 100 points.

■ If a student misses a performance for any reason (including illness), they

will be required to make up those points

■ Ways to makeup missed points will be discussed on a case by case basis

and agreed upon by the teacher and student

○ Attendance at pep band games for grades 9-12 is mandatory. There will be a total

of 17 pep band games spread out across the year (4 football, 4 volleyball, 4 boys

basketball, 4 girls basketball, 1 wrestling). Each Pep Band game is worth 20

points.
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○ Students who miss a pep band event for an excused absence will NOT be required

to make up the points. Points will be exempt. In order to receive an excused

absence, students must communicate this absence with Mrs. Courbat at least one

week in advance. If a conflict is not communicated, students will receive an

unexcused absence

■ Excused absences from Pep Band:

● Participation in a conflicting sporting event or other school event

● Junior Concessions (on a case by case basis - must be discussed

with Mrs. Courbat)

● Personal Conflicts (must be discussed/communicated to Mrs.

Courbat)

○ Students who miss pep band for an unexcused absence WILL be required to make

up the points.

■ Unexcused absence:

● No call no show

● Uncommunicated conflict

○ Note: Communication is key in creating a successful pep band. If you know that

you will not be there, please communicate that with Mrs. Courbat. Just like a job,

please communicate if you will be unable to make it. If you have any questions or

concerns about the policy, please reach out

○ Note: Students who play JV and do NOT dress for varsity are required to

participate in pep band

■ If students who play JV and DO dress for varsity want to participate in pep

band, they may!

○ If a team makes it into postseason play off games, the pep band will play at all

home playoff games. All students, except those participating in conflicting

activities, will be required to play at these pep band games

■ If a team makes it to an away postseason game, the band will play on a

case by case basis. This information will be communicated to families as

soon as possible
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● Students must ride the pep band bus to any away games. Students

may ride home with parents. Please sign out with Mrs. Courbat

before leaving. Students may ride home with another adult if

approved ahead of time

Concert Dates/Expectations
● Tentative Concert Dates:

○ Homecoming Parade - September 23rd

■ Royalty Exempt

○ Homecoming Pep Rally - September 23rd

■ Royalty Exempt

○ Veterans Day - November 11th

○ Holiday Concert - December 12th

○ March Concert - March 27th

○ Solo and Ensemble Contest: April 20th

○ May Pops Concert - May 15th

○ Memorial day - May 29th

○ Graduation - June 4th

● Concert Attire:

○ Concerts are formal events and formal wear will be required for these events

(unless otherwise discussed). Our goal as a band is to look clean, professional,

and unified. Our concert attire requirements reflect these standards and are as

follows.

○ Concert attire for all students is black on black. This means either:

■ Black pants, black dress, or black skirt (of appropriate concert length)

■ Black dress shirts/tops

● While at performances, the following is important and will be graded:

● Promptness: students are to be dressed and prepared with their instrument and

music by the stated report time. Please arrive earlier than you think you need to in

order to help facilitate this
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● All students must stay for the completion of the entire performance or concert.

Leaving early will result in a partial loss of credit for that performance

● All students must display proper performance and concert etiquette as discussed

in class:

○ Proper concert attire/dress

○ Staying seated in the gym or in the stands at all times (except when

playing)

○ Movement in and out of the gym is permitted during applause only

○ Consideration and sensitivity to the performers and audience. Don’t talk to

your neighbors, listen to music, eat, or be disruptive at a concert

Pep Band Expectations
As Pep Band is such an integral and important part of school culture and sporting events, it is

crucial that we have the most personnel possible play at these events and support our school

teams. As stated earlier, Pep Band attendance is mandatory. Some pep band games dates/times

are subject to change. Please try to be flexible and understanding if this is the case.

● Please wear school pride clothing if possible

● Students are to arrive at the school at an agreed upon time depending on the event

● Upon arrival, students will sign in on the clipboard at the front of the room

● Upon direction, the pep band will make their way to the gym/field and prepare to play

● While playing, members of the pep band will sit in a designated area while they play

○ After pregame, students may leave to go sit elsewhere with friends. Students must

be back, in their seats, and ready to play 2 minutes before halftime
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Pep Band Dates:
Football: Games begin at 7:00, we begin playing at 6:30.  Students must be at the stadium by

6:15pm. We play pregame and half-time. Post halftime students, students must return their music

stands and instruments to the band room. Students may return to the game following this.

Friday, September 9th

Friday, September 23rd

Friday, September 30th

Friday, October 14th

Volleyball: Varsity games begin at 7:15, we will begin playing around 6:45. We will play after

JV game is over. Call time will be 6:15. We will have a short 15 minute warm-up and then walk

to the gym together. Once pregame is done, students are free to leave or stay for the remainder of

the game

Tuesday, September 13th

Thursday, September 22nd

Tuesday, September 27th

Thursday, October 13th

Girls Basketball: These are subject to change as the season approaches. I will notify you of any

changes to this schedule as soon as possible.

Tuesday, December 15th

Friday, January 6th

Tuesday, January 17th

Friday, February 3rd
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Boys Basketball: These are subject to change as the season approaches. I will notify you of any

changes to this schedule as soon as possible.

Thursday, December 1st

Friday, December 9th

Monday, January 23rd

Friday, February 24th

Grading Scale
A+ (97-100)     A (93-96)     A- (90-92)

B + (87-89)      B (83-86)     B- (80-82)

C+ (77-79)       C (73-76)     C- (70-72)

D+ (67-69)      D (63-66)     D- (60-62)

F (<60)
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Lettering
Students will have the opportunity to earn a letter in band by doing required events and extra

instrumental music events. A student has the opportunity to letter once each year (points do not

roll over into the following year). A student must earn at least 50 points a year to letter. Lettering

is designated by going beyond and doing extra. Categories for lettering are as follows:

Quarter Grade: A = 5 points (each quarter)

B  = 3 points (each quarter)

Extra Pep Band Event: 5 points

Participation in Solo/Ensemble Contest: 10 points

Superior rating at Solo/Ensemble Contest: 5 points

Band Festivals/Honor Bands: 10 points

Extra instrumental event out of school: 5 points (for each event)

Jazz Band: 15 points (for the year)

Fine Art Night: 10 points

Set Up or Tear Down: 5 points (per event)

Summer Band Lessons: 10 points (at least 4 lessons)

Attending a band, jazz band, orchestra, or choir concert (that you are not in): 5 points
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We have read and understand the rules of operation and the responsibilities of being in the

Band Program in Lanesboro Public Schools.

Student Name __________________________________________________________________

Student Signature  ______________________________________________________________

Parent or Guardian Name___ ______________________________________________________

Parent or Guardian Signature  _____________________________________________________

I look forward to your participation in our music program. Parents/Guardians – thanks for all

your support and encouragement.

Anna Courbat

4-12 Instrumental Music Director

Lanesboro Public Schools


